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Budget and Building & Improvement Fund Campaign .

BUDGET NEED — §215,461
This figure represents the total Budget requests by Departments for the
1959:60 Conference Year.

Each dollar given to the Budget will be spent according to the percent-
ages shown below—

o

The ZFWM&. of (he/ChuchupanRRamNG -~ | . 10.5
The Ministry of Christian Education . . . . . fn 10.1
The Ministry of Music. . . . . B o s 7.8
The Care of God's House . . . . . . . . . 113
The Administration of the Church . . . . . . 17.5
The Ministry of Evangelism and Cultivation . . ra 1.4
Administration Apportionments to Southern California-

Arizona Conference, Methodist Church . . . . . . 6.0
fienevolences I PRI A, & = o 5 = 254

Total 100.0

BUILDING AND IMPROVEMENT FUND NEED — $§550,000
Proceeds from the Building and Improvement Fund Campaign are to be
used as follows:

1) The new Sanctuary, completely fumished and ready for use, including the
organ, landscaping, windows, etc.
2) Other capital improvements, o additions, such as refurbishing the Educa.

tional Building, off-street parking, etc, as approved by the Quarterly
Confetence,

3) 109 of the net proceeds shall be a tithe for others, supporting such
projects as:

4) The Centenary Methedist Church of New Delhi, India; 2 new church
project to which we have pledged $25,000 and paid to date, $23,000.
b) Our quota of $19,074 to aid in cstablishing the Southern California
School of Theology in Claremont, a graduate school for the training
of ministers.
¢) To continue our practice of assisting in starting new churches, as has
been our policy since 1953, Projects completed to date are:
The new Methodist Church at Granada Hills in
the San Fernando Valley, $30,000.
The new Methodist Church near Canoga Park,
Saint John's of the Valley, $2,500.
d) To support Methodist Schools, Institutions, or other benevelences as
approved by the Quarterly Conference

The goal of this campaign is $550,000, which will enable us to move
forward immediately with this program.

ZO.H.m. No member will be urged to increase Budget pledg-

* ing. However, the 1959-60 Conference Year Budget
will be slightly more than the 1958-59 Conference Year Budget and
any increase in pledging will be appreciated.

We must not lower Budget w?&%&ﬁ in order to pledge to the
Building and Improvement Fund, Please pledge the same amount at
least and increase some if possible.

Remember . . . in order to be successful in obtaining $550,000, in
Pledges to the Building and Improvement Fund, we must pledge
sacrificially.

"W hat is a sacrificial pledge?”

Answer . . .

"When I can talk with God and my fellow Church members con-
cerning the amount of my pledge and take Christian pride . . . then
my pledge is sufficient.”

Payments to both the new Budget and the Building and Improve-
ment Fund are to begin Sunday, [une 7, 1959.

The Budget pledge will be only for the 1959-60 Conference Year.

The m:%&:m and Improvement Fund pledge will be for 156
weeks, or 3 years. (4 tax years)
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To Dream Is Not Enough

We are a people with a dream,

Eleven years ago it was first stated and approved in formal action at
a Fourth Quarterly Conference and Congregational Meeting. [t was then
decided that we would “proceed with plans to build z new sanctuary and
purchase land for off-street parking or other necessary expansion.” One
of the leaders of the church at that time said, "It is our intention to
build one of the great churches of America. . . "

In 1952-53 we restudied and reaffirmed the action of 1948-49. We
then said, "We have grown to the strength by which can be built one
of the most beautiful and inspiring churches in Christendom,”

We visioned a church whose massive grandeur would be  sermon in
stone, an eloquence ever speaking for God to every passer-by, saying
"God is alive and at work in the world. His saving power is available
to you."'

We envisaged a church whose awesome beauty would stab men wide
awake, prompt the heart to worship, and cause some who had been
neglectful to think. “'I ought to go to church. This is where I will begin
next Sunday.”

We conceived a church within whose walls every column and soaring
arch, every tint of color, probing light and quiet shadow, would join to
help the heart to say, “Holy, holy, Lord God of hosts . . . here am I,
cleanse me, empower me, use me:”

That was the dream, and it has been lovely to behold. We made a
brave beginning. We have journeyed far, The hour has come for the
supreme act which can make the dream come true.

We z...a%wn&.a our Dream

_‘3..ZmqB:?an:"vooﬁ&o:nOmmEBv::.n._nnsmﬂn»_uBmmno_:
dream and realize anew its worth. \What reasons do we have M.: believ-
ing the new sanctuary is the will of God? Why should we believe God
has commanded us to rise up and build it? Numerous reasons come to
mind. Three of the foremost are:

\—The present sanctuary is inadequate. The major portion of our
church plant, the Education Building, is an excellent structure of five
floors made of concrete reinforced with steel. With renovation and
refurnishing as mentioned elsewhere, it can serve well the educational
needs of our church for years to come.

This is not true, however, of that part of our plant which we use for
public worship. First planned in 191213, it was built in 1916.17 for
$350,000, when our membership was enly 450, It is of residential frame
construction, with a brick veneer. It does not meet the building code
requirements of the city in respect of protection against earthquake
shock,

Even a casual examination of the structure would reveal it is in need
of major renovation and improvement, However, since renovation or
improvement in excess of 25 per cent of its value would require us by
city law to bring it "up to code,”” we are faced with the issue at hand.
Two independent studies by construction engineers, including consulta-
tion with the city engineer and other authorities, first in 1948 and then
again in 1952-53, have brought the same report. It would be better, they
say, to tear the structure down and build anew from the ground up, than
attempt the requirements involved in major renovation.

If nothing more than the inescapable need for renovation and im-
provement of the sanctuary unit were before us, the building of 1 new
sanctuary would be an inevitable necessity,

For the 450 members who erected that portion of our church plant
more than forty years ago, it was a great achievement, worthy of their
strength, the best they could do. But who would say what was done by
450 members more than forty years ago should be sufficient for us who
have now grown to a membership of more than 3,000! Especially, who
would say we should rest upon their achievement, accepting it as the
best we should do for the future, we who are trusted to serve in one of
the great metropolitan areas of the world!

2. A majestic and beawtiful sanctuary in keeping with other public
buildings and representative churches of greater Los Angeles is essential
if we are to maintain our presemt styength, to say nothing of grotwth.
Without a sanctuary, grounds, and equipment attractive to the general
public, a church's appeal to new people is greatly curtailed. Without
constant addition of new recruits in large numbers, a church in this area
of fluid population begins to wane, Nothing dies easier and more
pathetically than a insm.“% church.

A merchant is required on occasion to invest in new and improved
facilities and modern merchandising methods or he soon goes out of
business. This requirement is made of churches for the same reasons,
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Just to maintain a church at constant strength in an area of shifting
population such as is Los Angeles County, there must be constant con-
cern that the maximum in eye appeal be made to casual passers-by. This
in itself is a vital evangelism, missionary work. In the city of Glendale,
where only 28 per cent of the youth and adult population belong to any
church, and where it is estimated lessithan 15 per cent are in attendance

at church on a given Sunday, surely this requirement has high priority.

3, Such a sanctuary as we envision will not be an extravagance, but
an asset in the Kingdom of God. The growing numbers of people it will
attract will increase the number recruited for Christ and the Church,
increase the number of persons whose mind and conscience are awakened
and captured by Christian:concemn, increase the number of dollars made
available for.the Christian missionary enterprise, increase.the amount of
money available for assisting in starting new churches, increase the
number of people who will work and serve sacrificially for the cause
of Christ around the world, increase the number of homes purified and
ennobled by the spirit of Jesus Christ.. . . And where do you stop!

Across America, which are the Methodist Churches making the strong-
est impact for Christ upon their city, reaching the most people for Christ,
producing the most dollars for the work of Christ? They are the
churches that in years past have had the courage and vision to build
the kind of sanctuary of which we dream,

These great churches in terms of influence for Christ, people reached,
and money provided for Christian missions, produce more per capita for
less overhead than so-called average churches.

By way of side light, it is interesting to note that duning recent years
as we have been planning and giving to accumulate funds for the build-
ing of a new sanctuary, our total giving for benevolences has surpassed
all other years in the life of our church, the average year after year
exceeding $50,000. Also, when before has this church provided $30,000
to help build a new church in an adjoining community as we have at
Granada Hills? When before have we provided $25,000 to help build a
new church in a foreign land, as we now are doing at New Delhi, India?

In view of the need for renovation and major improvement, and the
city building code which would make the building of a new sanctuary
an eventual necessity; in view of the need for a beautiful and command-
ing sanctuary in keeping with other public buildings and representative
churches of greater Los Angeles in order to maintain our strength; and,
in view of future usefulness as a witness and servant for Christ in one

of the most dynamic and decisive population areas of the world—who
can say our dream is less than theawill of God! And who can say we
are leis than a people under 83%\% of Almighty God to rise up and
build! | |

\i
Dreams ILG ﬁ...%:. Limit

Having reappraised our dream, }o&_ let us face a fact. The fact is this
—dreams often have a time limit,

Our dream has such a limit in terms of morale, The spiritual tone of
this church will compare favorably with any large church in America.
To hold people together in a long-term requirement for special en-
deavor, however, with nothing.in sight.but a dream, becomes increas-
ingly difficult and in the end impossible. The vision

"
SN

c fades; enthusiasm
wanes, the burden grows irksome, faultfinding and’ dissension start,
desertion begins. What was once a rushing river of eagemness for the
task is swallowed up in a wilderness of weariness and discouragement.
Only strong ties of fellowship, the unrelenting zeal of a hard-core of
dedicated souls, and the grace of God can maintain the necessary morale
and loyalty. The larger the maoc.m_nﬁm_aoa difficult this task, and of a
consequence shorter is the time the dream of itself can provide motiva-
tion and direction. The hour has come when we must put our dream
into concrete on the lot next door or it will lose its power for many of us.

Further, the time limit on our dream is running out just in terms of
dollars and cents economy. \

Since we started in 1948, building ¢osts have increased approximately
50 per cent. Authorities with the long view seem agreed that rising
building costs will continue at Ecnm. the same pace for some time to
come. It is estimated that during this past year alone inflation has added
a minimum of $40,000 to our construction costs, Just by reason of
common sense economy, the time limit on our dream is running out.

And what shall we say of the i _.._ reased usefulness of the Church as a
witness and servant of Jesus Christ? What shall we say of the increased
numbers of people reached and won for Christ?

Dreams are important. But to dréam is not enough. The hour has
come to match our dream with the action required for its final fulfill-
ment. There are many considerations. All of them combine to say in
accents of Divine Command, "Rise-up and build—now!"

Qur campaign is built upon PRAYER, FAITH and SACRIFICE.
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